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sand men, besides A. J. Smith's command.   The eavalrv YOU have seat to
Canby will be debarked at Vicksbnrg.    It, with
abeaay in that section, will move from there eastward, In
Hood's army has been terribly reduced by the severe pmushraent you gave
it m lennessee, by desertion consequent upon their defeat, aad now by the
withdrawal of many of them to oppose Sherman.   (I take it a targe portion
ot the mtantry has been so withdrawn.   It is so asserted in the
papers, and a member of the rebel Congress said a few days since in a
speech, that one half of it had been brought to South             to oppose

bherman.)   This being true, or even if it is not true, Canby's
will attract all the attention of the enemy, and leave the advance         your
standpoint easy.   I think it advisable, therefore; that you prepare as
of a cavalry force as you can spare, and hold it in readiness to go south.
The object would be threefold: first, to attract as much of the enemyV force
as possible, to insure success to Canby; second, to destroy the enemy's line
of communications  and military resources; third, to destroy or
their forces brought into the field.   Tuscaloosa and Selma would
be the points to direct the expedition against.   This? however, would mot
be so important as the mere fact of penetrating deep into Alabama.   Dis-
cretion should be left to the officer commanding the expedition to go where,
according to the information he may receive, he will best          tie

named above.

Now that your force has been so much depleted, I do not know
number of men you can put into the field.  If not more than five
men, however, all cavalry, I think it will be sufficient.   It is not
that you should start this expedition until the one leaving Vicksborg
been "three or foixr days out, or even a week.   I do not know when it
start, but will inform you by telegraph as soon as I learn.   If you
hear through other sources before hearing from me, you can act on the in-
formation received.

To insure success your cavalry should go with as little wagon-tram as
possible, relying upon the country for supplies.   I would also reduce the
number of guns to a battery, or the number of batteries, and put the
teams to the guns taken.   No guns or caissons should be taken with less
than eight horses.                                           ,.      ,     *            Ai - i

Please inform, me by telegraph, on receipt of this, what force yon
you will be able to send under these directions.
J                                                                               U. S. GBANT,

Litutena nf - General.

MAJOR-GENERAL G. H. THOMAS.

On the 15th lie was directed to start the expedition as soon lifter
the 20th as he could get it off.

I deemed it of the utmost importance, before a general movement
of the armies operating against Richmond that aU commmimi
with the city north of James Kiver should be cat off.   The
having withdrawn the bulk of his force from ^^d
and sent it south, or replaced troops sent from Richmond, an
ing to reinforce Sherman, if practicable, whose cavalry was
nf erior in numbers to that of the enemy, 1 determined to. m^e
move from the Shenandoah, which, if successful, would accomplish     wpuliwtl,   iiw        lit thin Imttkt WUH
